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FROM AUTHORITY TO 


FREEDOM-—II. 
By Anthony Elenjimmittan 


[Mr. Anthony Elenjimmittan continues his story of his change 
from Catholicism to a Free Religion. In the previous 
article he wrote of iis abiding indebtedness to the Catholic 
Church, of which he was a priest.| 

I CANNOT describe, nor can any reader understand, what 


that inner conflict and silent martyrdom meant for me for 
years. It was an ever-growing tempest within and a sup- 


pressed volcanic eruption which can be understood only 
by experience. Strange, that the profoundest truths about 
human life like love, friendship, freedom, beauty, etc., are 
all essentially matters of experience and not of description 
or definition! Our conscious life is essentially experience. 
Poetry, religion, and even lived-philosophy, are all matters 

of deep human experience. 
Outwardly I was considered to be one of the “bright”’ 
students of the college, although only God and my own 
soul knew the tempest that was raging day and 


ise 


and joys 

or around 

learnt much 

smile, and 
that morning of December 23, 1939, 
priest mot “according to the order of 
according to the mics of the Holy 
Church. Just as a tall cliff raises its 
i waves so did I keep my external 
of mental anguish and moral conflict 
and grew wilder every day. Many a 


| 


the conflict that existed between the imposed orthodoxy 
and the creative religion by saying, “Perhaps I am wrong, 
and at any rate my individual rience cannot weigh 
against the whole might and power of the Catholic Church’’. 
When the time came when it was not possible for me to 
dismiss matters like that I approached my superiors, revealing 
my inner tension, and seeking their paternal advice. “It 
may be the Temptation of the Devil”, was the reply. 

When I had to preach in the church, there was a secret 
fight that was going on within me between the official dogmas 
and canonical preaching on the one hand, and the psychological 
and human truths I learnt on the other. The official position 
and the ecclesiastical censure had impeded me in many 
ways from declaring some of my deepest convictions regarding 
the religious life, and the quintessentials of Christianity. I 
remember one day how I was severely reprimanded because 
inadvertently I quoted the sayings of Buddha while preaching 
a sermon in the church. How much circumspection and 
toning down and clipping of freedom’s wings were needed 
even in my private conversations with the ecclesiastical 
dignitaries and fellow-priests! For what? To let the religion 
of authority reign at the expense of the religion of freedom. 
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night within me. What a conscious effort it was not to betray From the month of October, 1941, up to Ma 
was Not to 1 the » 1942, I 
my strug ny, day with my wae working ins parish Perugia which 
i | 3 1 M Oo in Umbria. It was there that 
| = — 7 — ame a sleepless . ye I spent in I met and got closely associated with some priests who were 
qT alas, This friendship was a great relief. Five of us used to 
rthod: meet twice a week at the house of Mgr. Fraccassini, who 
dismissed y = 82. Yet that enthusiasm and juvenile spirit, 
“temptations of the devil”. of modernism, added fu 
| So were passed those four years of my monastic life _fire for religi freedom tha Be ng hy B 
religious f t was burning in my breast. 
; = when a blessing is comradeship based on common ideals 
nd human truths profoundly seen and lived! Our weekly 
a} those years were rich in experience and wealth of thought frankly nb the origins of Christianity a 
i which sprang forth from a soul in agony, torn to pieces cates 
between the two rival forces in religious experience, the and 
i | Man, the religion of authority and the religion of freedom. _religions, on the Brahmo Samaj and the Ramakrishna Mission, 
Since the awakening of conscience and the Ge Oe one 
free inquiry my soul had been in a constant state frank discussions served to maintain my mental equilibrium 
war. The religion of authority held me with one as I Rae of the doy 
4 the religion of freedom with another. My heart was the sacerdots sumistry. Now looking back to those days, 
i as I got emancipated from the is of I see very clearly how that open forum contributed its share 
by inch. Priesthood is the : in the final steps I took while severing my connections with 
of oh the ecclesiastical officialdom, and in strengthening my deter- 
completion ef 2 munetions to g> my way, all through life, an csscntially 
ah was growing stronger every day. It In our spiritual pilgrimage, we see now, with the 
h4 struggle; the fight between conscience and awakening of self-consciousness, all the man-made walls, 
3 1. How clear and imperative is the i barriers and shackles fall off. It seems to me that we may 
1A That clear whispering within is indeed start our journey from Rome, Benares, Mecca or Canterbury. 
oni. of the Most High, guiding mortals on the , But if we are courageous enough to go all the way in search 
iis leading us on to the of existence, placed as we of that religious ideal, we are bound to meet on the same 
verses, the canticles of St. Francis of Assisi, Lord Buddha’s 
i. siete song of freedom, the poctry of the Upanishads, have all 
i: Since I had been doing Now it is a matter 
. some parish work Italy; this gave me an Of great joy us to realize this truth experimentally. As 
ag | on an experimental the orthodoxy was shaken to its very foundations and as I 
i im the tears, woes, became easier for me to associate myself and move 
bia Whether at the coz with men of other non-Catholic denominations and men 
; or at social belonging to non-Christian religions. At first, I had to make 
The ——- every a conscious effort to talk freely with a few Protestants, Hindus 
GR this : and Mosiems I met im Italy. But very soon I acquired the 
fe  ... indeed habit of disclosing even the most secret chambers of my 
oa I was heart and mind to them. But with my fellow-pricsts a 
 : but became very difficult for me to move freely. In fact, deliber- 
Mother, ately I shunned free inquiry and discussion with them 
a calm 
: # amid the fury and that orthodox sacerdotal atmosphere were all 
I tried to 
(To be continued) 
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PALESTINE 
By Walter Lloyd 
A WARM evening breeze breathes across the Sea of 


Galilee, gently touching the rows of oleander shrubs. Slight — 


ripples in the shallows denote the presence of a shoal of 
“musht” or St. Peter’s fish, rising to the surface at the cool 
of the day. 

Near a small island of mud and reeds, a naked Arab is 
throwing bait from a sack to entice the fish of this strange, 
but not always beautiful, sea. In a few hours, he will return 
to cast his net as the Apostles of Christ did so many years 
ago. Soon will be heard the discordant din of the bull-frogs, 
rather symbolic of this land of Palestine, where races have 
voiced their particular political or religious creed since the 
dawn of time. 

Near this particular stretch of shore there is a Jewish 
Settlement on my left and an Arab village on my right. 

In this Jewish Settlement something reminiscent of the 
hazy idealism of early Communist Russia flourishes; and I 
believe it works, but how well, no one can say. Like the 
Russia of today, you only see what you are supposed to see. 

The muktar or mayor shows you the groves of citrus, 
the banana plantations, the well-tended vineyards with 
grapes as big as plums. You also view the communal dining- 
room, the hot and cold showers, and an impressive créche. 
However, what was most impressive were the fine Frisian 
cattle in a country where domestic animals are undersized 
and more prone to show ribs rather than milk or beef. 


carp are placed in it. After two years their spawn has evolved 
into fish as fat and edible as themselves. They are then 
dispatched to market, packed in ice. The pond is drained, 
and the residue of fish manure is planted with tomatoes. 

At this time, when important people gibe at British 
Imperial policy, it must be recorded in all fairness that the 
Administration of Palestine has been a model of toleration 
towards an unhappy country, split by the meanderings of 
ill-advised Nationalists of both races. I only wish that both 
the Jews and the Arabs had had a little taste of German 
Colonial Administration. Sometime past there was a film 
showing at a Tel-Aviv cinema glorifying the scenic wonders 
of the Russian victory parade. Many Jews were awe-struck, 
and the propaganda of hammer and sickle found more 
adherents to the banner of flaming unrest. 

Invasion has followed invasion in Palestine, and the 
original inhabitants remain unchanged. The sun has scorched 
their brains and filled them with strange fantasies; and, 
somewhere in their souls, lies a vein of crimson, like the 
dying sun on the mountains of Trans-Jordan. 


But now no longer is it the God Jupiter versus Jehovah, 
or Jehovah shaming the priests of Baal, or even the Crescent 
versus the Cross. The Crescent faces the wave of extreme 
materialism, which we love to call civilization. 


Perhaps the way of Allah is the best, and we will dream 
of oleanders in the breath of evening. 


THE MAN AND HIS MESSAGE 


the palm-trees the male population of the 


feeding on his face. He is happy 
great and so wise. He wills that men sleep and be the 
of many offspring; that women shall slave in the fields; that 


ge 


barbarity. 
Glancing, 

and this Arab village, 

proverbial nut-shell. It is the ancient story of progress versus 


torments himself that one day, and even now, he will have to 


pay his serfs a living wage. He employs religion to guard his 


state. 

which only those with a capacity to appreciate could 
discern. It was mecessary to enter into it with the 
open mind and simple love of little children. There 
was to be a radical change in men themselves. It would not 
be a case of God or his representative enforcing His law, but 
of free men doimg His will. In every repentant heart the 
kingdom was already present, and would spread silently from 
person to person, till of a sudden a transformed community 
like : the dough, or 

. Indeed, it 
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The Jews of today have caused the desert to wax fat, [III - 
with irrigation schemes and ceaseless struggle with a pitiless Bv Colin Gib B.A 
y son, , 
— people see THOUGH he was a child of his time, Jesus was at home in 
saw represented a life, the taking in their and frequently breaking 
stands the mud-huts. {fee from the bonds of his social environment, rising above its 
he black f the Arab village ith the i itabl : mental limitations. It was inevitable that he should imbue the 
grass prevalent conception of the kingdom with his own spirituality, 
There are a few unhappy cows searching the dung-hills  >toadening it to include a present as well as a future 
for fodder. Some water-melons, yellow for lack of moisture, ‘"%*- and deepening it to connote an inward as well 
creep desultorily over the soil of rocks and stones. Of grapes 
there are none; and, here and there, a few tomatoes struggle ft, 
for life. it 
Bencath 
village lie outstretched on their mats. A hookah pipe lies Hie 
overturned on one of them. He snores on, with the flies Hi 
She lives a: i 
ber would seem that Jesus not only preached that it was 
departs this world with scant ceremony wo repent. because God was goin 10 ac. but aso tll 
Arab wife remains the incarnation of would only act, if beforehand there was that 4 
unchanging in its i and _ far as the individual at any rate was concerned, the law stood, 3 
No repentance, no kingdom ! es 
The idea then that Jesus was the Christ originated in the ; 
This is surely what Peter clearly says in his speech at Pentecost j 
primitive man. in this case primitive man is fortified im the Book of Acts, “This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof t 
by the Mohammedan Creed with all its implications, we alll are witnesses. Therefore let all the house of Isracl + 
The Sheik or Effendi owns the Arab village. The bodies | Christ, this Jesus whom ye crucified.” In Paul’s speech before 
and minds of the fanatical are his. He fears and _ the Athenians there is a closing reference to God's appoit- 
ment of Jesus as the Messiah, who will judge for Him, 
“whereof He hath given assurance in that He hath raised him 
missionary 
Arabs to their mode of thinking and living. They hope that original idea that it was only at death that Jesus was made 
education of their fellows; imitate them in the It was inevitable that later it should have been believed 
ways of agriculture; that they will forget their hatred of that Jesus had considered himself such in his lifetime. It only 
midels, namely Jews and Britishers. needed the passing of the contemporary generation and the 
An educated Jew once stated that the Palestine problem _ shift of scene from Palestine to the Greek world, to give free 
could only be solved by splitting the still unflourishing land _ play to the devotional imagination. Been in Go Agosto 
ingenuity. example, their pisciculture. A site vantage-pomt of a time, we have a wide c 
view. A close scrutiny reveals the formation of Christological 
when it is filled with water, two fertilized female strata. 
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First Jesus is seen as a prophet, speaking out of his 
own conviction, and revealing the present activity of God, 
unlike the Scribes and Pharisees, who burrowed into the 


closed pages of Scripture in chase of a dead letter. Jesus 
spoke of himself as a prophet, as when he said, “ phet is 
not without honour save in his own country.” gospel 


of Mark says of him that he went about Galilee, Fagen 
that the kingdom of God was at hand and exhorting myer 


- to repent. The Book of Acts delineates him as “a man 


mighty works, who went about doing good; for God was with 
him.” This is the exact description of a prophet. 
* * * * 


Afterwards he was as much more than a 
phet. “A greater than Jonah is here.” He is seen as the 
essiah who is to be. His life is looked at in this light. In 
Mark’s biography he is pictured as conscious of his own 
Messiahship. In this reconstruction, Peter’s Confession is 
central to the plan, the keystone of the gospel arch. “But 


who say ye that I am?” asks Jesus, and Peter answers, “Thou 


art the Christ.” Up till now Jesus has hidden his identity; 
now he goes forward into the future, knowing the end, and 


“And he began to teach them that the Son of Man 
must suffer many things and be killed and after three days rise 


man’s way, instead of in God’s. “Get thee behind me, Satan: 
for thou mindest not the things of God, but the things of 
men.” He must travel his appointed road, and Luke writes, 
“When the days were wellnigh come that he should be 


_ received up, he steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem.” 


Clearly this is the future read back into the past. It 
stands to reason that Jesus would not i 
ion 
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and are at pains to explain that Jesus hid his identity. At 
first it would be remembered that Jesus never had laid claim 
to be the Messiah, and Peter never had recognised him, so it 
would be suggested that Jesus kept quiet about it, and the 
disciples were incurably dense. 

new idea of a Suffering Messiah is more likely to 
have originated in the hard necessity of the facts. An 
explanation had to be found of the Crucifixion. The appear- 
ances to the disciples convinced them that Jesus had risen 
from the dead, and that God destined him for the glorious 
role of the Messiah. They searched the Scriptures to discover 
the place of the Crucifixion in God’s scheme, and found to 
their satisfaction that it was foretold there. After the event 
it was declared that the event was necessary. It was not long 
before it was assumed that Jesus held the view about himself 
which was held about it. 


UNITARIANISM IN EUROPE 


Many readers of THE INQuiRER will remember Dr. 
Herbert Hitchen’s visit to this country from America. Since 
then he has travelled about Europe. In the current Christian 
Register, the organ of the American Unitarian Association, 
he records his impressions. Here are some of them which will 
interest our readers. 

“Thousands who had never heard of Unitarianism before 
are speaking of it with excitement and enthusiasm, for they 
have seen at firsthand that it has something very vital and 
creative to say at this crucial moment in history. We have 
not sent our dollars, our devoted and sacrificial workers, our 
thousands of tons of food and clothing and our medical teams, 
to the countries of Europe with the express intention of win- 
ning recruits to our cause. We have had no motive any more 
ulterior than that of responding to crying human needs, but 
as the Director of the Department of Foreign Churches for the 
American Unitarian Association, I believe that no other method 
would have proved so effective as this in preparing the soil 
for a strong movement of Unitarian advance all over the 
Continent. In Czechoslovakia, for example, where I saw the 
15 leading medical specialists sent there for two months by 
the Service Committee in vigorous action, the newspapers of 
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making abundantly clear to his disciples that it is God’s plan ee 
| that he, the Messiah, must be humiliated before entering into of t 
7 his glory. Commanding them to keep silence about him, he ond 
explains that he is not the kind of Messiah they expect. He is mene 
3 not going to beat down his enemies, but be beaten down by addi 
| again. Peter protests against this deliberate inversion 0 
' Messianic hope, but Jesus reprimands him for thinking in 
| ee > whole country daily carried stories of their movements anc 
come to ask Jesus for the privilege of sitting, one on his right | work, and floods of questions about Unitarianism were 
hand, the other on his left, in the kingdom, and Jesus alludes _—_ continually being asked. 
to the martyrdom which they will share with him. The “Dr. Karel J. Haspl, our dynamic and consecrated 
i author knows that all this has happened, and so inserts the § minister in Prague, already reports greatly increased 
| prediction. If not the author, it is the community’s imagina- attendance at church services, not only in the capital 
| tion at work in this way, and the author is repeating the story § but also in the seven other communities where preaching 
. | as it has come to be told. Luke gives the incident without the = stations have been opened. He himself has to supply the 
prediction, standing in this nearer the source. stations—a fact that makes him probably the hardest-working 
int It is only consistent with the practice of predicting what §_ Unitarian minister in the world. There is no doubt whatsoever 
‘ has happened, to attribute to Jesus himself the interpretation in my mind that if he can be given the proper help in the 
of his life which was held at the time of writing. The account matter of adequately trained associates to work with him, 
7 in Matthew is illuminating, as it continues the same process __ there could be a Unitarian church in almost every town and 
city of that brave little republic. 
uh ist, commending Peter for his insight, and gives him “In many ways parallel with Unitarianism there, although 
Greek name Peter, the rock. “Thou art Peter, not identical, is the Czechoslovak Church, which was estab- 
this rock I will build my church.” So Jesus is lished in 1920 with the secession of large numbers of 
w to found his own Church. The gospel story is not dissenters from Roman Catholicism. From the very beginning 
ae ical snapshot, but the creation of “the Painter’s _ it has cast off ecclesiastic bondage and ‘proclaimed its decision 
if has added the gleam, the light that never was on _to test its doctrinal position by the fundamental religious and 
ie ” ‘The past is seen through the eyes of faith,and § moral standards of Jesus Christ. . . . In doctrine the Church 
ib of Jesus is found for later belicf. The kernel of 
ti. Jesus’ own thought is inside a hard nutshell of the thought for the people of y’. Remaining, liturgically, decidedly 
|—6CvA about him. to the mght, even to the extent of celebrating the Mass, its 
Gp conte thought-content is uncompromisingly liberal, and the majority 
+ is great. The astonishing inversion of the Messianic concep- of its leaders have a very close affinity with Unitarianism. 
| tion, the strange theory of the Messianic secret, the slow- § The immediate future holds much promise of a practical, 
wittedness and panic of the disciples, and, above all, the intimate fellowship. . . . 
7 unlikeness to character, make strong reasons against it. The = “Signs are not wanting of a new spiritual dawn breaking 
; claim that Jesus himself originated the idea of a im other places. Already recorded has been the existence of 
ing Messiah, and show the disciples cither as resentful §a large group of religious liberals in the Russian Ukraine. The 
7 of the idea, like Peter, or unable to comprehend it. It is © wes the travel 
have reacted against the idea, it is truc, but Jesus 
| would not have thought of a. If the disciples had been told _—report more fully. In Poland, where Unitarianism flourished 
beforehand who Jesus was, and what was going to happen. OS 0S. ee 
: they wouk! not have fled n panic and been plonged in despon- reactionary forces, a new beginning has been made in 
‘ gospels blame the slowness of understanding of the disciples § There can be little that if we can strengthen his hands 
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At a movement of great significance in that land of violent social ; 
im change is during | THE INQUIRER 
D it few weeks indicate that any may well prove a fruitful =, All letters and manuscripts for the Editor must reach the Office not later than 
ne field for our labours, latest ode request accompanied by and the sender. 
from a Catholic priest in Austria as to how to go about estab- Those difficulty in obtaining issih ineiienntionte 
to lishing a Unitarian church in Vienna, which is virgin soil _ ‘itect with the " egal 
AL so far as we are concerned.” Address: 14 Gordon Square, London, W.C.x. 
ar. 3 TEL.: BUS. 7554. Editorial: EUS. 2912 
sen 
— NEWS FROM THE WEST 
3? As AN indicati f th rk ied by the Western 
Sin,—Mr. Matthews is mistaken. The “professional the Church of the Messiah, Birmingham, and another has become 
of “< or well Roa ton. . 
olf priests” of our body are not spending their time “grumbling, came to’ these correspondents whe 


moaning and grousing”’. They are doing their jobs as best teston, and it i , 
they know how to, with little complaining. Nor are the of the mission is by no means confined te the West of England 
“so-called orthodox churches filled with men and women... .” seg in February, the Women’s ¢ at Lewin’s Mead, Bristol, 
Proportionately to ourselves, they are in much the same _ Will be a a visit from Mrs. Harold Baily, and it is hoped 
state. On the whole the plight of the ministry does not lie The Women’s League at Bridgwater has sent gifts to all the vis ans 
too heavily on the ministers themselves. Their clothes may irls of the congregation now serving in H.M.F. The Women’s League 
be shabby but they don’t worry on that account, and they Social yes an outstanding success. 
can still afford to buy their omg ay subsidized as the At a recent meeting in Bridport, organized by the United Christian 
latter are. It is upon the women of the manse that the blows rs | 
of the new economic order chiefly fall. After making do to the Universal Christian Church”. "The attendance was a record, 
and mending for six years or more, they are finding how and the meeting was an unqualified success. Has such a meeting ever 
true is the Scriptural assertion that you can’t for ever go on _‘been held before, with representatives of half-a-dozen different com- 
adding new patches to old garments. Many a minister’s ty . 
wife puts on a brave face in public, bat behind the doors of fact that it can be held nowadays shows that the different communions 
her home she bears a heavy burden of anxiety and strain. are drawing closer together. ae 

Moreover, there is the future to consider. Can anyone Two a from Lewin’s Mead, Bristol, were selected 
today conscientiously urge young men of ability and enterprise 
to commit themselves to the ministerial career? Unfor- mM 
tunately a part-time ministry is not a real solution, for no _raised for the Manse Fund at Lewin’s Mead. The first Sunday in the 
man can train both for the work of the ministry and for some ey Cals Gaee Oe Geumneme « oe . Rosamond H. Barker’s 
other vocation also. When deciding upon a college education tokens and a sum of te 
he must definitely choose one course or another. It is clearly members of the congregation to mark their appreciation of her work. 


of the world is the issue now at stake. congregation, the charge to the congregation 

I have no easy solution to off ——— | Nicol Cross, and to the minister by the . J. H. Coram 
have previously mentioned, viz., a greater willingness to 
share the services of a minister. ‘This is not likely to be 
popular, I fear, for it involves a church paying much the 
same stipend for divided services. We may, of course, close | 
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Phi 
sentation being made by Mr. M. Philips Price, M.P. The Rev. ee 
olland has been inducted into the charge of the Gloucester Pe 
ght have reached t 
way, while of the b | 
to have given up the struggle. If . 
IR, FOOC deal ¢ puUDLICI is Deing given just now -varding its target, a further £700 will be 4 
parcels for needy people in Germany, and we are in danger of forgetting . | by ke West, and it is hoped that this result will be “ys 
better to be allowed to return to Germany; I speak prisoners of Faiths 7 
of war who, after being repatriated from America, are still in England A at re Se of Fai ¥ 
The ( Mr than \T THE general meeting | Congress of Faiths 
way home”. held in London recently it was decided to develop a more vigorous 
repatriated from America to their homes” _— ; campaign in the support of the objects of the Congress. The Congress i] 
The War Office does not amas of ‘ was established by the late Sir Francis Younghusband, K.C_S.1., and 
number its purpose is to promote a spirit of fellowship among mankind through 
unfortunate men, and we applaud ministers and congregations for their Memorial Church, was among those elected to the Executive Committec ; 
oo. But these men should be at home, and it is the duty at the annual general meeting. : 
of the istian churches in this country to sce that fair play is given, Birmingham District Women’s League.—The twenty-fourth | 
especially to those who they were going straight home from tel ot Che of the : 
America but are left in bondage here where we have upwards of 100,000, moecting i of cata wi Messiah, Birmingham, 
and in France where there are 300,000 more.— Yours, on February 1. In spite of a very < winter's day, members came } 
London, W.C.1 Joseph Fones from thirteen branches. The mecting was fortunate to have a visit . 
— : from Mrs. Harold Baily, who conducted the service, and gave a delightful 
. . of members from a long distance. Mrs. Higgins (President) occupied 
It follows in the wake of grief, the chair. Oe 
ot Oe Mrs. Smith’s resignation as lecture list 
Where strange invading fears are slain: of thanks was proposed the President vo Mss. Baily Sor her insescuing 
In undefeated hearts it lurks address, and to the Church of the Messiah friends oa 
Though sorrow-laden years increase, Manchester: Cress Strect.—On January 9 members 
Upon the quiet face of death congregation members of the Jewish Forum for an open 
2 i the of “Know Thy A 
It softly shines—the gift of peace. mening om the subject of “Keo Thy Neighbour 
Murer Hitton. The chair was taken by Isidore Sandler, Esq.. LLB., solicitor to the 
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Manchester and Salford Jewish Council, and the speakers were Rabbi 
S. P. Goldberg, B.A., who outlined the teachings of a liberal Judaism, 
and the Rev. F. H. Amphlett Micklewright, who spoke on the dangers 
of racialism in the modern world. There was a brisk discussion from 
the audience. All present agreed that the evening was a great success 
and hoped that it would be but the first of such gatherings for 
mutual discussion and understanding. 


the frightful weather a large audience 
assembled on January 8 to hear Mrs. Cecil Chesterton lecture on “New 
”. In her searching analysis of the political, economic and 

ial conditions of Europe she dealt, in the main, with Poland and 
Russia, of which she has first-hand know She expressed her 
own view-point in a manner which was both enging and provocative, 
attacking what she described as “the unsocialist and reactionary foreign 
icy of Bevin”. She deplored the way in which conditions in Poland 
been grossly misrepresented by politicians and journalists, and she 
claimed that there was in Poland 


exploiters and Fascists. Soviet influence in the affairs of the Polish 
Government i 


was greatly ted. A lively discussion followed, 
—The Induction Service of the Rev. Brian L. Golland, 
M..A., took at Barton Street Chapel on January 25, and was con- 
ducted by Rev. Barbara Cheltenham, to the 
ing given by the Rev. R. Nicol Cross, Oxford, and the 
charge to the minister by the Rev. J. H. Coram Davies, Lewin’s Mead, 
Bristol, in of the Rev. C. M. Wright. Tea and a social hour 
followed, Mr. C. J. Cullis, chairman of the ion, welcomed 


Ross-on-Wye of whom welcomed the new 
minister in a speech. The greetings of the Western Union were 
conveyed by Mr. W. H. Saunders, Lewin’s Mead. Mr. M. P. Price, 
M.P., voiced the thanks of the meeting to the ministers who took part 
in the service, and Mr. Wade our appreciation to the other ministers 
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for the workers but not for . 


$15; 


In every case there are additional allowances made by the 
individual congregations. Also, there are Children’s Allow- 
ances somewhat similar to the scale of the General Assembly 
of U. and F.C.C. 

All these figures show how inadequate are the minimums 


- set up by the Commission in 1943. Even the most generous, 


the Church of Scotland, admits that its increases are not 
equal to the actual increase in the cost of living. 

In the case of the Methodists, of course, the scales are 
also the standard, but in the case of the other two, they are 
only the minimum, and most churches do manage to pay 
above the minimum. How is the enforcement of these 
minimums possible? 

We should realise at once that in each case we are dealing 
with a denomination in the true sense of the word, whereas 
in Unitarian churches we are dealing with almost 300 inde- 
pendent congregations. The Methodist Conference and the 
General Assemblies of the other two Churches are governing 
bodies. The Unitarian General Assembly has no powers over 
any of its member-congregations. It is thus much easier for 
these other churches to adopt and enforce minimum standards. 
In the case of Unitarian churches it is only when the Assembly 
grant-aids a church that it can insist upon the minimum 
stipend being paid. 

The method of collecting funds for the purpose of main- 


taining stipends is also not without its difficulties. The 


income over the past four years. This is reviewed annually. 
I know of one church where this new system has meant that 
whereas previously it contributed £30 p.a. to assisting stipends 
it now has to contribute £77 p.a. How many of the churches 
of the General Assembly contribute that sum towards the total 
upkeep of the Assembly? Moreover, aid-receiving - 


congrega 
tions afe now expected to raise at least £150 p.a. towards 


‘stipend. This has recently been raised from £120 on account 


of the general increase in congregational incomes consequent 
upon the increased wages scales in the country. 

How different is the situation with the Unitarian churches. 
Some of the congregations do not raise a penny towards any 


stipend, their own or anyone else’s; endowments provide the 


Place, 11 and 6, Rev. D. Jacos Davigs. 
Un. Ch., Skene St., 11 and 6, Rev. L. Baxer Suorr. 
St. Meeting House, 11 and 6, Rev. Priester 


Accamscrom, Unitarian Free Ch., Oxford St, 10.45 and 6, Mr. J. 
AnswortH, Unitarian Chapel, Knowsicy Rd, 11 and 3, Rev. BexgjaMin 
AttTemecoaM, Dunham Rd. Ch., 11 and 6.30, Rev. A. W. VaLLANce. 


(See Lytham St. ) 
ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE, Richmond 


30, Rev. 
Av., 11.30 and 7, Dr. A. L. Acuew. 
Rosemary St., 11.30 and 7, Dr. R. W. Wane. 
Sevenoaks), Unitarian Ch., 11, Mr. Coum: Densce. 
BIRKENHEAD, Bessborough 30, 
Church of Messiah Broad Sc. 6.30, Rev. Gompon 
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Se] Mr. Golland and his mother to Barton Street Chapel. It was very 

. 4 gratifying to note the presence of the Methodist Superintendent, the 

n » an offs on many years ; : 

Sy Rev. K. Colledge, ‘Tyndale Congregational, Rev. J. Morley Davies, Presbyterian Church of England has recently adopted an 
, entirely new method. Without going into detail it is sufficient 
6 inas to say that now each grant-aiding congregation is assessed 
ay for the amount of aid it contributes on the amount of its 
{ : present for the words of encouragement they gave to Mr. . 
-_ ° Mr. W. H. Nuttall, secretary, officiated at the organ in the absence 

of the organist, Mrs. Wilkins. 
| | : Park Lane Chapel, near Wigan.—<A mecting to bid farewell to 
, the Rev. and Mrs. J. Martin Hall on their departure for Horsham was 
held on Sunday, January 26, at the close of evening service. Officials 
| * and members of the chapel, present in large numbers, availed themselves 
aa) Gee. of the opportunity given by the chairman, Mr. J. Hampton Graves, 
headmaster of the day school, to pay tribute to the minister and his wife. 

the congregation, expressed best 

j | the Women’s League, presented 
sf omen’s League. Good wishes 
a} the Sunday School in the afternoon 

behalf. 

it THE death of Mr. Harold Longster, of Malton, at an advanced with other periodicals, will net appear for two coasccutive werka 
5 after this With others we are hoping for alleviation; if 
never that comes our readers will receive an issue quicker than we at 

g MINISTERIAL STIPENDS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16th 
_ THE QUESTION of stipends is one of the most important 

) issues concerning Unitarian and Free Christian Churches. It PHILLIPs. 

' is not one which seems capable of a simple solution. It may 

: il be of interest to know something of the situation in other 

iH The Presbyterian Church of England, a body which has 

it about the same number of churches as ourselves, has a scale 6.20, Rev. C. P. Scorr 

8 of Minimum Stipends. Briefly, it is this: A salary of £300 : : 

i. p.a. plus a manse or a manse allowance. The manse allow- 

it: ances naturally vary with the district in which a minister 

ti. labours. It may generally be reckoned as £50 pa. in a 

: provincial town, slightly less in a country district, and con- 

: The of Scotland has the following scale of JAK il 
Minimum Stipends: £370 p.a. plus a free house. In the large Word Rend, 
towns of Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh and Glasgow, the peunecnan, | Rd. Church and Hurst St. Mission, Small 
Methodists’ figures are: Buacxroot, South Shove, Lytham Rd. 11 and 6.30, Rev. V.M.K. 
10 years ... £290 plus a fully furnished house. Bowron, 1030 and 
Travelled 20 years ... £300 Bouton, Halliwell Ch, 10.45 and 6, Mr. 
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promises, £76,764 19s. od. 


HAVE YOU SUBSCRIBED YET? 


LDP.A. ANNUAL MEETING 
Seat., March 29, 1947, at 3 p.m. at Scamferd Se. Chapel, Blackfriars 


Nominations for Honorary Officers and for the six representatives of the 


Rev. J. Prestwich Rosling 
Me. P. M. Oliver, C.B.E., M.A. 
Hon. Treasurer: Harold B. Moore 
18 Grange Avenue, Hale, Nr. Altrincham, Cheshire. 
Watch thes space for weekly announcements. 


reading 
By 
Rev. E. E. W 


A synthesis of Modern Social Problems for 


use in Adult Classes, Youth Circles, Women’s 


Leagues, Men’s League meetings and private 
subscribers should be sent to me on or before 


of lay representatives and 


of the Mimssters Union and 
or before March 22. 
the NLULF.. clo 14 Gordon Leadon, 


Total in hand week ending Feb. 8th, in cash, covenants and 


The Lindsey Press, 14 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1 
Un. Chsistion Ch. Wabeficld Sz, 11 and 
Un. Ch. Gory Sz. 
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